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SACRAMENTO COMMUNITY LEADERS HONORED AT AWARDS 

CEREMONY FOR ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (May 11, 2009) – In celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in May, Union Bank, N.A., and KVIE Public Television will recognize three “Local Heroes” at the 9th annual Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Local Heroes Awards ceremony.  The event will take place on May 14 at KVIE located at 2030 W. El Camino Avenue in Sacramento, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The 2009 honorees are:

· Jean Chew, community volunteer for many organizations including the Asian Community Center of Sacramento Valley, Inc., Asian Community Center Nursing Home, My Sister’s House, and The Salvation Army; 

· James Chew, community volunteer for the Asian Community Center of Sacramento Valley, Inc., Asian Community Center Nursing Home, My Sister’s House, The Salvation Army, and Rebuilding Together Sacramento;

· Sho Hayashigatani, Professor Emeritus, Asian American Studies Program, Ethnic Studies Department, at California State University, Sacramento and founder and current principal of the Port of Sacramento Japanese School.

The honorees, nominated by members of the community, will be recognized for their extraordinary commitment and contributions in many areas of public and community service. Throughout the month of May, Union Bank will sponsor Asian Pacific American Heritage Month on KVIE Public Television (Ch. 6), which will air short profiles of the honorees in conjunction with special programming on the Asian Pacific American experience.

(more)
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“Union Bank applauds the unsung heroes who lend their valued time, knowledge, and passion to help improve their community,” said Brian Hawley, Union Bank senior vice president and market president, Northern California. “It is an honor to recognize the positive impact their contributions have had in supporting Sacramento’s nonprofits and educational institutions.” 

"KVIE is honored to publicly recognize these three extraordinary individuals for their exceptional leadership and service to the Asian Pacific American community,” said KVIE’s President and General Manager David Lowe.  "Celebrating this heritage month is central to our continuing commitment to diversity, and we’re proud to provide special programming that commemorates Asian Pacific American history, heritage, and culture."

Union Bank

Headquartered in San Francisco, UnionBanCal Corporation is a financial holding company with assets of $68.7 billion at March 31, 2009.  Its primary subsidiary, Union Bank, N.A., is a full-service commercial bank providing an array of financial services to individuals, small businesses, middle-market companies, and major corporations.  Union Bank is California’s fifth largest bank by deposits.  The bank has 335 banking offices in California, Oregon and Washington, and two international offices.  UnionBanCal Corporation is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd., which is a subsidiary of Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc. (NYSE: MTU).  Visit www.unionbank.com for more information.

KVIE

KVIE Public Television, located in the heart of California’s Central Valley, inspires audiences and enriches their lives through engaging programs and educational services. Established in 1959, KVIE serves almost 1.4 million households in the nation’s 20th largest television market. KVIE actively creates original local programming and is one of the leading producers of public television programming in the country. With one of the largest geographic signals in the country, KVIE can be viewed in 28 counties through its analog signal, more than 60 cable systems and satellite providers, and in high-definition on KVIE-DT. For more information, visit KVIE’s web site at www.kvie.org.

BIOS, PHOTOS AND B-ROLL FOOTAGE FOR EACH OF THE HONOREES ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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